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Factsheet – Step 6
Data catalogs

What are data catalogs?

A data catalog is a structured inventory of data assets within an organization or for a particular project.

The goal is to provide a central accessible repository of metadata and information about the various

datasets and assets, thus making it easy for users to discover, understand and effectively use the

available data resources.

Key aspects of data catalogs

Aspects of the data that make it easy to find, access and work with must be identified. This starts

with assigning a specific identifier to the dataset, and assigning a set of descriptive metadata.

Key aspects include:

1. Metadata management

2. Organizing and categorizing the data assets

3. Search and discovery

4. Collaboration and sharing

5. Access control and permissions

6. Data governance

7. Data lineage and relationships with Common Data Models (CDMs)

8. Federation and interconnectivity
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Examples of data catalogs

1. IPPC

o This is the key data catalog supporting the current research for AR6. Datasets supporting

the AR6 working group's reports can be searched and downloaded online.

2. ONS

o Only accessible from the UK.

o The SRS Data Catalog is the data catalog of the Secure Research Service, and contains key

datasets which are available to researchers and members of the public on application.

3. Data.gov

o Data.gov is the US government's open data portal, providing access to a vast array

of datasets from federal, state and local government agencies. It covers a wide range

of topics, including health, education, transportation, and more.

4. European Data Portal

o The European Data Portal offers access to public datasets from European countries.

It aims to promote the use of open data and facilitate cross-border data sharing

within the European Union.

5. UN Data

o UN Data provides access to a comprehensive set of United Nations statistical databases,

covering a wide range of global indicators on topics such as population, environment,

and economic development.

6. World Bank Open Data

o The World Bank Open Data platform offers access to a wealth of economic, social

and environmental data from countries around the world. It includes indicators

on poverty, education, health, and more.

7. Google Dataset Search

o Google Dataset Search is a tool that helps users discover datasets from various publishers

across the web. It provides a search engine specifically for finding datasets on a wide range

of topics.
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8. Kaggle Datasets

o Kaggle is a platform for data science and machine learning, and it hosts a wide variety

of datasets contributed by the community. These datasets cover diverse domains,

and users can also participate in competitions and collaborate on projects.

9. OpenStreetMap

o OpenStreetMap is a collaborative mapping project that provides free and open geographic

data. Users can download map data for various regions and use it for mapping applications.

10. GitHub Datasets

o GitHub hosts a repository of datasets across different domains. The datasets are

often contributed by the open-source community and cover a wide range of topics.
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